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One of my favorite young artists, Dan Attoe, has two shows opening this month. First up is the American
painter's second Berlin solo show at Peres Projects BERLIN which opened over the weekend. The exhibition,
called "Simple Thoughts and Complicated Animals," features new works in painting and mixed media
sculpture and runs from May 2 until June 21.

Attoe's second show this month, "American Dreams" opens at Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de Castilla y
Leén, MUSAC in Leon, Spain and will be on view from May 17 - July 6, 2008.
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I first discovered Attoe's trippy images of Americana-gone-to-psychedelic-seed several years ago when he
first showed at Peres Projects in Los Angeles. Thrilled to discover I could actually afford one of the fast-
selling works, I immediately bought a small but fantastic aqua-green, oil-on-wood painting of a strange
Arctic landscape featuring a cuddly Yeti and a babe in Uggs (titled "Sasquatch & Snowbunny"). I was so in
love with that painting that I made sure to be one of the first in line at his next show where, thankfully, the
price was still right. So I bought four more (including "Stripper Mirror" below).

Attoe is still painting but he is now also working with neon, to great effect! Twisting modern iconography
into hilarious works sprung no doubt from Attoe's Pacific Northwest subconscious, these new works (like his
earlier ones) simultaneously amuse and disturb. Now based out of Portland, Oregon, Attoe seems to delight
in propagating homegrown mythologies full of modern heiroglypics that will confound the archaeologists of
tomorrow but charm art-loving beer drinkers (and beer-drinking art lovers) of today. Alas, Attoe's work is
now out of my price range but I'm thrilled he is finding success! See more of his stuff here and here. Read
more about his other exhibitions here and here.
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More about the work (from Peres Projects):

It is no small feat to make a series of landscape paintings that reflect a coherent and specific
vision almost 100 years after Ernst Ludwig Kirchner interpreted the aura of his beloved Swiss
mountains, but Attoe accomplishes this part of the program with characteristic humility. In
"Simple Thoughts and Complicated Animals," Dan Attoe reveals his ritualistic landscapes by
taking us along on that most American of past-times: the road trip.

From inside the coals of a ghastly fireside biker ritual to the now-not-so-remote arctic by
way of the monolith, New Year's (rocking eve variety), sexualized angels and ubiquitous
roadside motel death scenes, reassuring, paradoxical and sometimes-yes-simple thoughts in
good ol' plain English are there to guide, or to obscure. "Everything is grist for the mill," the
artist admits of his prodigious exterior monologue. There is a sub-lingual quality to Attoe's
work that Burroughs would appreciate.

MORE ON: ART, BEER, BIKER SURREALISM, DAN ATTOE, MUSAC, NEON ART, OREGON, PACIFIC NORTHWEST,
PAINTING, PERES PROJECTS BERLIN, PORTLAND, SIMPLE THOUGHTS AND COMPLICATED ANIMALS, STRIPPER

PERMALINK | EMAIL THIS ENTRY | COMME

COMMENTS
POST A COMMENT

MIRROR
NTS [0]

Name:

Email Address:

URL:

Comments:

http://www.papermag.com/blogs/2008/05/dan_attoe_at_peres_projects_be.php

05/06/2008 11:28 AM
ADOUT Last NIgNT... Madonna's I Am Because we Are
Premiere - Word of Mouth (7)

Abercrombie & Fitch &... Obama? - Word of Mouth
4)

Pakistani Cutie Bilawal Bhutto Zardari - Mr. Mickey
(60)

About Last Night... The Tennessee After-Party at the
Cadillac Lounge at Tenjune - Word of Mouth (4)

The Phoenix Lights Are Back! In Arizona AND Florida!
UFOs? - L.A. Woman (3)

Paul Johnson-Calderon Interviews "Soapy Social"
Leven Rambin - Word of Mouth (3)

Live from the Manolo Blahnik Sample Sale - Word of
Mouth (23)

The Beach House that Juan Built - Word of Mouth (3)

Nouveau York City: Misshapes and Seven New York
Host Gareth Pugh and Tommy Saleh at Tribeca Grand
- Word of Mouth (2)

Coachella Wrap-Up: The Experience - Word of Mouth
(2)

Brook Benton, Geese, Cows & Frugging Girls! -
Cinemaniac (2)

RIP B-I-N-G-O - L.A. Woman (2)

L.A. Art Weekend Highlighted City's Bustling Art
Scene - Word of Mouth (2)

Could Recent UFO Sightings in Texas Mean Real Life
Remake of Invaders From Mars? - L.A. Woman (12)

HE

WHITNEY
BIENNIAL'S

IN TOWN!

HERE ARE THE

EVENTS,

Page 3 of 4



PAPERMAG: WORD UP!: Dan Attoe at Peres Projects BERLIN 05/06/2008 11:28 AM

(you may use HTML tags for style)

_Preview | | Post_

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES | PRIVACY POLICY | CONTACT US | MEDIA KIT
©2008 PAPER PUBLISHING COMPANY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

http://www.papermag.com/blogs/2008/05/dan_attoe_at_peres_projects_be.php Page 4 of 4



